
Car Accident-Ann Barker 
 

Although Ann feels bad for Heidi Clayton and her children, she believes that she has lost 
the most from the accident and deserves the vast majority of any settlement. The most obvious 
point is that she lost two family members, while the Claytons lost only one. 

 
A more difficult problem is how to compare the loss of a child (which no other plaintiff 

suffered) to the loss of a spouse/father (which the Claytons also experienced). Losing a spouse is 
traumatic, of course, but there is a special kind of pain that comes from the death of a child that  is 
unique.  On her better days, Ann can anticipate getting over the death of her husband  someday – 
although it will probably be many years from now – but she thinks she will never get over the loss 
of her son at such a young age, with so much of life ahead of him. 

 
If anything, the loss of Howard and Kevin has been even harder on Ann’s daughter Sheila, 

who had an extremely close relationship to her father and a special relationship to her twin brother 
– the two were inseparable. Like Ann, Sheila has been in therapy since the accident. As Sheila 
approaches her teenaged years, Ann fears that her daughter’s grief and despair might prevent her 
from excelling in school, developing a healthy self-image, and forming bonds with peers. Ann is 
considering either cutting back on her hours or leaving her job entirely until Sheila graduates from 
high school. 

 
In terms of finances, the loss of Howard’s earning capacity was, of course, catastrophic. 

Partners in Howard’s law firm earn anywhere from $200,000 to $500,000 a year, depending on 
seniority and performance. Howard was much loved by his partners and clients, and he had a 
reputation for being a workaholic. Ann believes that within 5-10 years, Howard’s income would 
probably have been close to the upper end of that range, and that he would have sustained that level 
of income until age 70, at least. She wants any settlement to compensate her for this substantial 
economic loss. Needless to say, she also believes that the life insurance proceeds that she has 
collected should not be taken into account in any settlement. 
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